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UNION MEMBERSHIP 
Statement 

HON LORNA HARPER (East Metropolitan) [6.34 pm]: President, honourable members and comrades: today there 
was a bit of a chat about people being union members. I was actually quite surprised how members went on about 
that as though it were a bad thing to be a member of a union. Unions are just a collective of people who have the 
same goals: joining their strengths together to take on big business and big corporations, and to have a political voice. 
I am going to stand here and say, quite loudly, I am very proud to be a member of a union. In fact, I joined the 
Liquor, Hospitality and Miscellaneous Union in 2005 as an early childhood worker. I then went to work at the union, 
which changed its name to United Voice, in 2012. I became a leader in the union and I worked hard and represented 
many members, including paramedics, as we discussed earlier today. I listened with interest at what was said about 
how wonderful St John Ambulance is; I will make no comment. 
I am still a member of a union—the United Workers Union—and yes, it is one of the biggest unions in the country. 
It works hard for its members, aged care, disability and early childhood workers, Aboriginal and Islander education 
officers, education assistants, cleaners, gardeners, security guards, and sex workers—a variety of people, including 
enrolled nurses, support workers in health, and, again, paramedics. 
I think, Hon Martin Pritchard, we should be proud to say: I am a union member, I am here to represent union 
members, and I will never be ashamed to say that I am a union member. I am a member of the United Workers Union, 
and I will be a Misso from now until the day I die. Thank you. 
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